
CSU General Education/Breadth Requirements

Since 1981, the California State University (CSU) has required that a minimum of 48 semester units of general education courses be 
completed before a baccalaureate would be awarded. Up to 39 ofthese units may be certified by a community college. 

In order to facilitate the transfer of West Valley College students who plan to attend a CSU campus, our certification of general education 
requirements may include previously completed courses from other institutions as well as courses completed at West Valley College. Courses 
completed at other institutions must be evaluated bytheRecords Office. It is the student’s responsibility to provide: (a) an official copy of his/her 
transcripts; and (b) submita Tranccept one or more completed AREAS. 

�x It is advisableto complete the lower division major preparation courses required by the CSU campus –visit ASSIST.org for more 
information.

�x Advanced Placement test scores of 3 or better can be used to clear one general education course requirement per exam.  Please 
see the AP chart in the West Valley College catalog.  

Note: There are instances when a WVC course is approved for CSU GE but the same course at Mission College is NOT approved for
the same CSU GE (or vice versa). Use ASSIST.  View the CSU GE list for the college in which you are enrolled to confirm CSU GE 
applicability.

General Education/Breadth Requirements Summary

West Valley A.A./A.S. Degree General 

Semester Units
Area A: Language and Rationality     6.0 
1. English Composition
2. Communication and Analytical Thinking 
Area B: Natural Sciences                   3.0
Area C: Humanities                            3.0
Area D: Social Sciences                     6.0
Two courses (one from D1, and one from D2)
Area E: Lifelong Understanding and 
Development                                       3.0
Option 1 or Option 2 
Area F: Cultural Diversity                    3.0
Area G: Kinesiology Activity                1.0
Proficiency Requirements for Graduation: 
Reading, Writing, Math, Information 
Competency.

Total Units:25.0 

Semester Units
Area A: English Language Communication and 
Critical Thinking                             9.0
1. Oral Communication
2. Written Communication
3. Critical Thinking
Area B: Scientific Inquiry and Quantitative 
Reasoning                                         9.0
1. Physical Science
2. Life Science
3. Laboratory Activity 
4. Mathematics/Quantitative Reasoning 
Area C:Arts & Humanities
1. Arts
2. Humanities
3. Arts or Humanities                          9.0
Area D: Social Sciences                     9.0
Area E: Lifelong Learning and Self-
Development                                       3.0    
(only 1 KIN unit allowed)
Other requirements: A combination of History 
and Political Science               

Minimum Units: 39.0 

Semester Units
Area 1: English Communication     9.0
1. English Composition
2. Critical Thinking –English Composition
3. Oral Communication (CSU only) 
Area 2: Mathematical Concepts & Quantitative 
Reasoning                                       3.0
Area 3: Arts & Humanities 
At least three courses including one from Arts, 
one from Humanities, and a third from Arts or 
Humanities                                     9.0
Area 4:Social & Behavioral Scienc



Intersegmental General Education Transfer Curriculum (IGETC)
IGETC is a series of courses that community college students can use to satisfy lower division general education requirementsforany CSU or UC 
campus. IGETC is an alternative to the CSU and local UC General Education-Breadth requirements. Many private universities also recognize IGETC 
for fulfillment of general education requirements. IGETC is a good option for the student who intends to transfer but is undecided about a major 
and/or unsure about attending CSU or UC. Some universities do not accept IGETC. Always consult a counselor when developing an educational 
plan. 

�x A grade of “C-“ or betterin at least 2 years of the same foreign language in high school will clear the LOTE(Language Other Than English) 
area.

�x CSU transfers need notcomplete the (LOTE) Language Other Than English requirement.
�x UC transfers need notcomplete the Oral Communication requirement (Area 1, Group C).
�x Advanced Placement test scores of 3 or better canbe used to clear one course requirement per exam.  Please seethe AP chart in theWest Valley 

College catalog.  The onlyarea in IGETC where AP scores are not appropriateis Area 1-B, the second composition/critical thinking course.  UC 
transferswho will not complete the IGETC are strongly encouraged to consult with a counselor about campus specific provisions for AP credit.

�x It is recommended that CSU transfers complete the “U.S. History, Constitution and American Ideals” requirementsprior to transfer.Information on 
those courses can be found on the CSU GE Breadth sheet.

�x Completion of the IGETC is notan admissionrequirement for transfer to a CSU or UC, nor is it the only way to fulfill the lower-division general 
education requirements prior to transfer.  Students may find it advantageous to take courses fulfilling the general education requirements or breadth 
requirements of a particular CSU or UC campus.(SEEaCounselor)

�x Certification –For students completing IGETC, theentire pattern should be completed inorder to obtain fullcertification prior to transferring. Whileit 
is not advisable, students missing up to two courses may request a partial certification of IGETC.It is the student’s responsibility to request 
certification.

�x For UC campusesonly, some colleges or schools do not accept the IGETC ascomplete fulfillment of lower division breadth.  The IGETC is 
not recommended for some majors(engineering, computer science, the biological/physical sciences, and other high unit lower division 
major prep.)See chart below. Please talk to your counselorabout your major andyourtarget UC campuses.  Forjucer
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Transfer to All Campuses-California State University (CSU) 
CSU Gen
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